IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claim 21, without prejudice or disclaimer. Please amend Claims 1, 
3, 5, 1 1, 13, 15, and 22, as indicated below. The following is a complete listing of claims and 
replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the present application: 

1. (currently amended) An information processing apparatus that manages a 
predetermined printing device for performing communication over a network, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a holding unit configured to hold corresponding device identification information 
corresponding to the predetermined printing device, the device identification information 
including first device identification information and second device identification information; 

an obtaining unit configured to obtain accounting informatio n, which includes 
including a number of sheets printed, based on an image forming operation from the 
predetermined printing device: 

a determination unit configured to compare a combination of [[the]] a first device 
identifier identification information and [[the]] a second device identifier received identification 
information which aic obtained from the predetermined printing device with the corresponding 
device identification information held by said holding unit, and determine whether at least one of 
the first device identifier id e ntification information and the second device identifier identification 
information is being managed; 

a communication controlling unit configured to issue a notification to an external 
apparatus [[when]] if said determination unit determines that on e of the first device id e ntification 
information identifier is not being managed and the second device identifier identification 

2 



information is being managed and the other or if said determination un it determines that the first 
device identifier is being managed and the second device identifier is not being managed, and not 
to issue [[a]] the notification to the external apparatus [[when]] if said determination unit 
determines that neither tme-of the first device identifier identification information [[and]] nor the 
second device identifier identification information is being managed, the external apparatus 
being capable of receiving the notification through a predetermined communications line and 
managing a plurality of information processing apparatuses; and 

an updating unit configured to update the e u i responding device identification 
information held by said holding unit in accordance with an update notification, for updating 
[[the]] a combination of the first device identification information and the second device 
identification information, from the external apparatus, 

wherein the notification issued by said communication controlling unit includes 
information indicating that either the first device identifier identification information or the 
second device identifier identification information is not being managed, 

wherein said communication eontiulling unit restricts notifying the external 
apparatus of the accounting inf o rmation obtained from the predetei min e d d e vice by said 
o b t aining unit if said determination unit determines that [[either]] the first device identifier 
identification information is being managed and [[or]] the second device identifier identification 
information is not being managed or if said determination unit determi nes that the first identifier 
is not being managed and the second device identifier is being managed , said communication 
controlling unit restricts notifying the external apparatus of the accounting information obtained 
from the predetermined printing dev ice bv said obtaining unit and icnioves the icstriction and 
no t ifi e s the e xt e rnal appaiatus of the accounting infuimation obtained by sa id obtaining unit 
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■when until the lumspoiidmg device identification information is updated by said updating unit, 
and 

wherein the first device identification information includes internet protocol 
address information, and the second device identification information includes media access 
control (MAC) address information. 

2. (canceled) 

3. (currently amended) An information processing apparatus according to claim 
1, further comprising a receiving unit configured to receive the Luucsponding device 
identification information from the external apparatus through the communications line. 

4. (canceled) 

5. (currently amended) An information processing apparatus according to claim 
1, further comprising an inputting unit configured to input an instruction for updating at least one 
of the first device identification information and/or and the second device identification 
information, 

wherein said communication controlling unit issues a notification for update, 
based on the update instruction input by said inputting unit, to the external apparatus. 

6. -10. (canceled) 
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1 1 . (currently amended) An information processing method for an information 
processing apparatus that manages a predetermined printing device for performing 
communication over a network, the method comprising: 

holding eoircsponding device identification information corresponding to the 
predetermined printing device, the device identification info rmation including first device 
identification information and second device identification information; 

obtaining accounting informatio n, which includes including a number of sheets 
printed, based on an image forming operation from the predetermined printing device; 

comparing a combination of [[the]] a first device identifier identification 
inf o rmation and [[the]] a second device identifier received identification information which arc 
obtained from the predetermined printing device with the euu e sponding device identification 
information held in said holding step , and determining whether at least one of the first device 
identifier identification information and the second device identifier identification information is 
being managed; 

controlling issuance of a notification to notify an external apparatus [[when]] tfa 
determination is made said determining sl i p determines that one of the first device identifier 
id e ntification information is not being managed and the second device identifier identification 
information is being managed and the other or if a determ ination is made that the first device 
identifier is being managed and the second device identifier is not being managed, and not to 
issue the notification to the external apparatus [[when]] if a determination is made said 
det er mining t»l e p d e termines that neither one of the first device identifier identification 
information [[and]] nor the second device identifier id e ntification information is being managed, 
the external apparatus being capable of receiving the notification through a predetermined 
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communications line and managing a plurality of information processing apparatuses; and 

updating the corresponding device identification information held in said holding 
step in accordance with an update notification, for updating [[the]] a combination of the first 
device identification information and the second device identification information, from the 
external apparatus, 

wherein the notification issu e d hi said controlling step includes information 
indicating that either the first device identifier identification information or the second device 
identifier id e ntification information is not being managed, 

wherein^ said controlling step rcs l iiets notifying the external apparatus of the 
aeeumiting information obtained from the pred e termined device in said obtaining step if a 
determination is made said determining step det e rmines cither that the first device identifier 
identifi c ation information is being managed and [[or]] the second device identifier identification 
information is not being managed or if a determination is made that the first device id entifier is 
not being managed and th e second device identifier is being managed , notifying the external 
apparatus of the accounting information obtained from the pred etermined printing device is 
restricted until and lcni o vcs the restriction and notifies the e xt e rnal apparatus of the accounting 
incl i nation obtained in said obtaining step to the external apparatus when the corresponding 
device identification information is updated in said updating step , and 

wherein the first device identification information includes internet protocol 
address information, and the second device identification information includes media access 
control (MAC) address information. 



12. (canceled) 
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13. (currently amended) An information processing method according to claim 
1 1 , further comprising receiving the iuiin>ponding device identification information from the 
external apparatus through the communications line. 

14. (canceled) 

15. (currently amended) An information processing method according to claim 
1 1 , further comprising: 

inputting an instruction for updating at least one of the first device identification 
information aud/or and the second device identification information via an input section, wherein 
the communication coiitiulling stop issues a notification for update is issued, based on the update 
instruction input in the inputting ste p, to the external apparatus. 

16. -21. (canceled) 

22. (currently amended) A recording medium that is readable by a computer 
storing a program that is executed by an information processing apparatus that manages a 
predetermined printing device for performing communication over a network, the program 
, , rn.pi king mrfc for including instructions that when executed bv the info r mation processing 
apparatus, cause the information processing apparatus to p erform a method comprising: 

holding lumspoiidiiig device identification information corresponding to the 
predetermined printing device, the device identification informa tion including first device 
identification information and second device identification information; 

7 



obtaining accounting informatio n, which includes including a number of sheets 
printed, based on an image forming operation from the predetermined printing device; 

comparing a combination of [[the]] a first device identifier identification 
information and [[the]] a second device identifier received id e ntification mformatton which arc 
obtained from the predetermined printing device with the cou c sponding device identification 
infuiniation h e ld in said holding step , and determining whether at least one of the first device 
identifier identification information and the second device identifier identification information is 
being managed; 

controlling issuance of a notification to notify an external apparatus [[when]] ifa 
determination is made said determining J>lep determines that one of the first device identifier 
idenlifi e ation information is not being managed and the second device identifier identification 
information is being managed and the other or if a determ ination is made that the first device 
identifier is being managed and the secon d device identifier is not being managed, and not to 
issue the notification to the external apparatus [[when]] if a determination is made said 
dc le unining st e p determines that neither one of the first device identifier nor identification 
information and the second device identifier id e ntification information is being managed, the 
external apparatus being eapable of receiving the notification through a predetermined 
communications line and managing a plurality of information processing apparatuses; and 

updating the corresponding device identification information h e ld in said holding 
step in accordance with an update notification, for updating [[the]] a combination of the first 
device identification information and the second device identification information, from the 
external apparatus, 

wherein the notification issu e d in said controlling step includes information 
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indicating that either the first device identifier identification information or the second device 
identifier identification information is not being managed, 

wherein, said controlling step restricts notifying the e xternal appaia t us of the 
accounting infoimation obtained fiom the pi c d c tcimined d e vice in said ob t aining step to the 
external apparatus if a determination is made said determination step dcteimincs cithe r that the 
first device identifier id e ntification information is being managed and [[or]] the second device 
identifier id e ntification information is not being managed or a determination is made that the first 
device identifier is not being managed an d the second device identifier is being managed , 
notifying the external apparatus of the accou n t ing infor mation obta ined from the predetermined 
printing device to the external apparatus is restricted until and i c moves the i c stiiction and 
no t ifi e s the CAtunal appaiatus of the accounting infoimati o n o btain e d in said ob taining step to 
th e e xt e rnal appaiatus wh e n the coimspondiiig device identification information is updated in 
said up dat ing step , and 

wherein the first device identification information includes internet protocol 
address information, and the second device identification information includes media access 
control (MAC) address information. 
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